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[154] CHAPTER X.

OF THE SORCERERS, AND WHETHER THEY HAVE COM-
MUNICATION WITH THE DEVIL.

HE Montagnet Savages give the name Manitou to
T all Nature superior to man, good or bad. This
is why, when we speak of God, they sometimes

call him the good Manitou; and, when we speak
of the Devil, they call him the bad Manitou. Now
all those who have any special acquaintance with
the Manitou, be he good or bad, are called among
them ‘‘ Man[i]touisiouekhi.”” And inasmuch as these
persons know only the bad Manitou, that is, the Devil,
we call them Sorcerers. Not that the Devil communi-
cates with them as obviously as he does with the Sor-
cerers and Magicians [155] of Europe; but we have
no other name to give them, since they even do some
of the acts of genuine sorcerers,—as, to kill one an-
other by charms, or wishes, and imprecations, by the
abetment of the Manitou, by poisons which they con-
coct. And this is so common among them, at least
in their own opinion, that I hardly ever see any of
them die who does not think he has been bewitched.
This is why they have no other Physicians than the
Sorcerers, whom they employ to break the spells by
which they think they are held. In fact, they nearly
all die of consumption, becoming so thin that they
are nothing but skin and bone when they are borne
to the grave. Hence it arises that these sorcerers
are greatly feared, and that one would not dare offend



